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Introduction 

Vellingiri and Maruthumalai Hiils which lie between 
76°-40' and 77“-0' E longitude and 10°-55' and IT-IO' N 
latitude form a portion of the Western boundary 
of the Coimbatore District. According to the divisions 
made by the Forest Department Vellingiri and Maruthu¬ 
malai hills become the Bolampatty Reserve Forest No. 2 
and No. 3 respectively. These hills slope to the east and 
also to the south. The valley drains eastward into the 
Noyilar which flows eastward between Coimbatore and 
Podanur. Streams which are perennial flow into the 
Noyilar from the Vellingiri hills. 


Vegetation 

The Vellingiri hills which rise to a height of i,300 m. 
are composed of Bamboo forests mixed with grass lands 
and evergreen forests. The Maruthumalai hill which is 
the eastern end of the Vellingiri hills rises up to 1,600 m. 
It forms a thick scrub jungle extending from the foot of 
the mountain up to a height of 7(X) m. At places the 


Qimate 

The average annual rainfall is only about 710.06 mm. 
The high mountains in the Western Ghats keep these 
places away from the South-west Monsoon and the small 
showers received during June and July are only a por¬ 
tion of the South-west Monsoon escaping through the 
narrow gaps of the Western Ghats. As the hill ranges 
open eastwards the North-east Monsoon is received pro¬ 
perly. Venkateswara Ayyar (1939) has given the average 
rainfall of the Vellingiri and Maruthumalai hills and 
valley based on the observations made at the Irattu- 
pallam Office of the Forest Department. The average 
rainfall for every month which was recorded in inches is 
converted into millimetres and given below. 

The valley lying on the eastern side of the Vellingiri 
and Maruthumalai hills receives more wind during the 
South-west Monsoon from June to September and 
during this period the climate is cool and pleasant The 
North-east Monsoon brings most of the annual rainfall 
and the climate remains cool from November to 
February. 


Rainfall Statement of Iruttupalam 
(Average 1916-1935) 

Average rainfall in millimetres 
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thorny climbers and shrubs make the scnib jungle al¬ 
most impenetrable. Above this region is the begin¬ 
ning of the evergreen type of vegetation interspersed by 
grass lands. The trees growing in this area are small and 
stunted in growth. 


Soil 

The scrub jungle region possesses dry rocky soil. In 
the evergreen as well as the grass land regions the soil 
becomes dark humus and fertile. The hill tribes known 
as the Lrulars who live in this area cultivate Ragi and 
Cholara after clearing such regions of the forest. 


Botanical Exploration 

Botanical exploration was undertaken by the author 
in the Vellingiri and Maruthumalai regions during the 
year 1956-57. Several fleld trips were made to the various 
regions of these reserve forests and valleys throughout 
the different seasons of the year. Plants collected during 
these exploration trips were processed for the Herbarium 
and were identified after comparing with the authentic 
specimens in the Madras Herbarium. The species which 
have been recorded are given in the list that follows. The 
arrangement of the list is made in the order followed by 
Bentham and Hooker. The number given after each 
species is the collection number. 
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List of Species 

Sida cordifolia Linn. 432. 

Sida rhombifolia Linn. J585. 

Sida rhomboidea Roxb. 721. 

Sida schirnperiana Hochst. 1194, 1294. 
Sida spinosa Linn. 1448. 

Urena lobata Linn. 2264. 

STERCULIACEAE 

Helicteres isora Linn. 715, 883, 1199, 2491; 
Sterculia guttata Roxb. 881. 

Stercuiia urens Roxb. 1677. 

TILIACEAE 

Corchorus olitoriiis Linn. 893, 1451. 
Corchorus tridens Linn. 434. 

Grewia emarginata W. & A. 2733. 

Grewia flavescens Juss. 537. 

Grewia hirsuta Vahl. 501. 

Grewia rot undifolia Juss. 497. 

Triumfetta rotundifolia Lam. 1429. 

LINACEAE 

Erythroxylum monogynum Roxb. 273. 
MALPIGHIACEAE 

Hiptage benghalensis (Linn.) Kurz. 2354. 


POLYPODIACEAE 
Adiantum caudatum Linn., 1565. 

Nephrodium arbuscula Desv., 2414. 

Nephrolepis cordifolia Linn., 2412. 

Nephrolepis exaltata Sch., 2356 

RANUNCULACEAE 
‘ Naravelia zeylanica DC., 1701. 

ANNONACEAE 

Folyalthia cerasoides Hk.f. & T. 2758. 

menispermaceae 

Cissampelos pareira Linn. 646. 

Cocculus hirsutus Diels. 650, 890, 1288, 2427. 
Cocculus pendulus Diels. 639, 1179,1285. 
Pachygone ovata Miers. 2750. 

PAPAVERACEAE 
Argemone mexicana Linn. 543. 

CAPPARIDACEAE 
Cadaba fruticosa (Linn.) Drue. 652. 

Capparis grandiflora Wall. 898. 

Cleome monophylla Linn. 295. 

Cleome icosandra Linn. 644. 

Maerua arenaria Hk.f. & T. 2489. 

VIOLACEAE 
Hybanthus enneaspermus (Linn.) F. V. Muell. 272, 
1178. 

BIXACEAE 

Flacourtia indica (Burm. f.) Merr. 

POLYGALACEAE 
Polygala chinensis Linn. 1291, 1438. 

Poly gala erioptera DC. 1439. 

Poly gala rosmarinifolia W. & A. 1863. 

CARYOPHYLLACEAE 
Polycarpaea corymbosa Lamk. 284, 1871. 

PORTULACACEAE 
Portulaca suffruticosa Wt. 494. 

MALVACEAE 

A bullion indicum G. Don. 894, 1586. 

Hibiscus furcatus Roxb. 1193. 

Hibiscus lobatus O. Kuntze 1554. 

Hibiscus vitifolius Linn. 730, 2737. 

Pavonia odorata Willd. 500. 

Pavonia procumbens Bciss. 1441. 

Salmalia malabarica (DC.) Schott & Endl. 2499. 


ZYGOPHYLLACEAE 
Tribulus terrestris Linn. 291. 

GERANIACEAE 
Bio phylum sens it iv urn DC. 1560. 

Oxalis corniculata Linn. 1683, 2493. 

RUTACEAE 

Atalantia monophylla Corr. 1183, 1295. 
Atalantia racemosa W. & A. 2415. 

Clausena dentata (Willd.) R. & S. 2759, 2422 
Feronia limonia (Linn.) Swingle. 1681. 
Glycosmis pentaphylla (Retz.) Corr. 732. 
Murraya koenigii Spr. 2757. 

Murray a paniculata (Linn.) Jack. 1184. 
Toddalia asiatica Lamk. 280. 

MELIACEAE 
Heynea trijuga Roxb. 802. 

Melia composita Willd. 2349, 2475. 

Toona ciliata Roem. 2421. 

CELASTRACEAE 
Celastrus paniculata Willd. 2748. 
Elaeodendron glaucum Pers. 2478, 2757. 
Gymnosporia emarginata Lawson. 1299. 
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RKAMNACEAE 
Gouania microcar pa Linn. 1192. 

Scutia myrtina Kurz. 2749. 

Ventilago maderasp^na Gaertn. 2401. 
Zizyphus glabrata Heyne ex Roxb. 2771. 
Zizyphus mauritiana Lamk. 296. 

Zizyphus oenopiia Mill. 884. 

AMPEUDEAE 
Cayratia carnosa Gagn. 889. 

Cissus glauca Roxb. 2375. 

Cissus setGsa Roxb. 1456. 

Leea indica (Burm.) MerriL 803, 888. 
Parthenocissus neilgherriensis Planch. 2352. 
Tetrastigma canarense Gamble. 2772. 

SAPINDACEAE 

Cardiospermum canescens Wall. 498. 
Dodonaea viscosa Linn. 270. 

Sapindus emarginatus Vahl. 1682, 2265. 

ANACARDIACEAE 
Mangifera indica Linn. 2281. 

LEGUMINOSAE 
Ahrus precatorius Linn. 495. 

Acacia ferruginea DC. 2731. 

Acacia caesia Willd. 538. 

Acacia latronum Willd. 274. 

Acacia suma Buch-Ham. 812. 
Aeschynomene indica Linn. 1185. 

Aibizzia amara Boiv. 2740. 

Albizzia lebbeck Bth. 2257. 

Aibizzia odoratissima Bth. 2742. 

Albizzia procera Bth. 716. 

Alysicarpus longifolius W. & A. 1874. 
Alysicarpus monilifer DC. 1875. 

Alysicarpus rugosus DC, 

\ar, styracifolius Baker. 1444. 

Alysicarpus vaginalis DC. 

var. heterophyllus Baker. 1678, 1691. 
Atylosia albicans Bth. 2428. 

Bauhinia variegata Linn. 1693. 

Bauhinia racemosa Lamk. 2736. 

Butea monosperma (Lamk.) O. Ktz. 2284. 
Butea parviflora R.oxb. 811. 

Caesalpinia crista Linn. 809. 

Caesalpinia mimosoides Lam. 2253. 

Cajanus cajan (Lim.) Mills. 1867, 

Canavalia ensiformis DC. 9(X). 

Canavalia virosa W'. & A. 2738. 

Cassia sp. 1306. 

Cassia fistula Linn. 2779. 

Cassia obtusa Roxb. 426. 

Cassia siamea Lamk. 266. 

Cassia tora Linn. 1286. 

Crotalaria juncea Linn, 1877. 


Crotalaria rnysorensis Roth. 722, 1571. 
Crotalaria verrucosa lAnn, 1281. 

Clitoria ternatea Linn. 1283. 

Cylista scariosa Roxb. 2472. 

Dalbergia volubilis Roxb. 2372. 

Derris scandens Benth. 535, 536, 1181. 

Derris trifoliata Lour. 2410. 

Desmodium diffusum DC. 1447. 

Desmodium gangeticum DC. 1557. 

Desmodium pulchellum Benth. 1690. 

Dolichos falcatus Klein. 1433. 

Erythrina variegata Linn. 

var. orientalis (Linn.) Merrill. 2274, 2276. 
Indigofera hirsuta Linn. 1862. 

Indigofera enneaphylla Linn. 1445, 1575. 2756. 
Indigofera parviflora Heyne. 891, 1442. 
Indigofera subulata Vahl. 1430. 

Indigofera tinctoria Linn. 640, 1579. 

Indigofera trita L. f. 1446. 

Mimosa pudica JLinn. 2494, 1428. 

Parkinsonia aculeata Linn. 1855. 

Pithecellobium duke Benth., 1426. 2260. 
Pithecellobium subcoriaceum Thw. 1201. 
Prosopis sp. 899. 

Pterolobium indicum A. Rich. 267. 

Rkynchosia densiflora DC. 1692. 

Rhynchosia minima DC. 1431, 1435. 

Tephrosia hirta Ham. 651, 895. 

Tephrosia purpuresi Pers. 290. 

Tephrosia spinosa Pers. 1290, 1435. 

Teramnus iabialis Spr. 1584. 

Uraria hamosa Wall. 1699. 

CRASSULACEAE 
Kalanchoe laciniata DC. 2497. 

COMBRETACEAE 
Anogeissus latifolia Wall. 1680. 

Calycopteris floribunda Lam. 2417, 2778. 
Combretum ovalifolium Roxb. 2479. 

Terminalia arjuna W. & A. 2745. 

Terminalia panlculata Roth. 1208, 1694. 

LYTHRACEAE 

Ammannia baccifera Linn. 1310, 2752. 

ONAGRACEAE 
Jussiaea suffruticosa Linn. 734. 

CUCURBUACEAE 
Blastania garcini Cogn. 1686. 

Bryonopsis laciniosa Naud. 4517. 

Citrullus colocynthis Schrad. 2483. 

Coccinia cordifolia (Linn.) Cong. 491. 

Melothria heterophylla Cogn. 638. 

Melothria maderaspatana Cogn. 420, 896, 1424. 
Trichosanthes pubera Blume. 814, 2739. 
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FICOIDEAE 

Gisekia pkarnaceoides Linn. 298. 

Mollugo nudicaulis Lam. 425. 

Trianthema decandra Linn. 546. 

UMBELLIFERAE 
Centella asiatica Urb. 2481. 

Pimpinella rnonoica Dalz. 2741. 

CORNACEAE 

Alangium salvifolium Wang. 2426, 2768. 
RUBIACEAE 

Borreria hispida K. Sch. 419, 1437, 1578. 

Gardenia sp. 2767. 

Ixora brachiata Roxb. 2270, 2484, 2746. 
Mussaenda frondosa Linn. 735. 

Oldenlandia aspera DC. 297. 

Gideniandia dichotoma Koen. 2363. 

Oldenlandia urnbellata Linn. 424, 499, 1292, 1688, 
1872. 

Randia dumetorum Lamk. 2774. 

Stylocoryne sp. 276. 

COMPOSITAE 

Adenostemma lavenia O. Kze. 2353. 

Blainvilea acmella (Linn.) Philipson. 813, 1561. 
Blumea mollis (D. Don.) Merrill. 808. 

Blumea obliquea Druce 1304. 

Conyza ambigua DC. 2763. 

Pulicaria wightiana C.B. Clarke 435. 

Sphaeranthus indicus Linn. 797, 2258. 

Spilanthes acmella Murr. 2359. 

Tridax procumbens Linn. 287. 

Vicoa indica DC. 631, 632, 1576. 

Xanthium strumarium Linn. 2256. 

CAMPANULACEAE 
Lobelia alsinqides Lamk. 2474. 

PLUMBAGINACEAE 
Plumbago zeylanica Linn. 422. 

SAPOTACEAE 

Manilkara hexandra (Roxb.) Dub. 2743. 
OLEACEAE 

Jasminum auriculatum Vahl. 542. 

Jasminum rigidum Zenk. 421. 

Olea dioica Roxb. 887, 2425. 

APOCYNACEAE 
Carissa carandas Linn. 2477. 

Ichnocarpus frutescens R. Br. 729. 

Plumeria rubra Linn, forma acutifolia (Poir) Bailey. 
2295. 

Wrightia tinctoria R, Br. 2764, 


ASCLEPIADACEAE 
Ceropegia tuberosa Roxb. 1205. 

Ciymnema sylvestre R. Br. 800, 886, 1207. 
Hemidesmus indicus R., Br. 728, 885. 

Holostemma annulare Schum. 798. 

Marsdenia volubilis T. Cooke. 534, 641. 
Pentatropis microphylla W. & A. 551. 

Secamone emeiica R. Br. 1182. 

Tylopkora indica (Burm.f.) Merr. 283, 648, 2496. 

BORAGINACEAE 
Cordia dichotoma Forst.f. 2754. 

Ehretia laevis Roxb. 503. 

Ehretia microphylla Lamk. 1307. 

Ehretia ovalifolia Wt. 1180, 1302. 

Heliotropium indicum Linn. 801, 

Heliotropium scabrum Retz. 550. 

Trichodesma indicum R. Br. 292. 

Trichodesma zeylanicum R. Br. 504, 1684. 

CONVOLVULACEAE 
Argyreia cymosa Svr^eet, 1868. 

Evolvulus alsinoides Linn. 271. 

Ipomoea cairica Sw. 1449. 

Ipomoea hederacea Jacq. 1864. 

Ipomoea hispida R. & S. 1587. 

Ipomoea maxima (Linn.f.) Don ex Sweet. 1298. 
Ipomoea pestigridis Linn. 1584. 

Ipomoea angulata Lamk, 

Ipomoea staphylina R. & S. 1282. 1857. 
Merremia urnbellata Hall.f. 2283, 2355. 

Merremia tridentata Hall.f. 427. 

SOLANACEAE 

Lycopersicon esculentum Mill. 1860. 

Physalis minima Linn. 1440. 

Solanum nigrum Linn. 1311. 

Solanum pubescens Willd. 540. 

Solanum torvum Swartz. 807. 

Solanum trilobatum Linn. 1195. 

Solanum verbascifoliurn Linn. 805. 

Withania somnifera Dunal. 545. 

SCROPHULARIACEAE 
Bacopa monnieri (Linn.) Pennell. 1305, 2485. 
Lindernia anagallis (Burm.) Pennell. 1303. 
Ilysanthes serrata Urb. 2486. 

Scoparia dulcis Linn. 1293. 

BIGNONIACEAE 
Kigelia pinnata DC. 2500. 

Tecoma stans (Linn.) H. B, & K. 1562. 

ACANTHACEAE 
A.ndrographis eckioides .Nees. 294. 

Andrographis macrobotrys Nees. 1563. 


94 




FLORA OF VELLINGIRI AND MARUTHUMALAI HILLS 


Asteracantha longifolia Nees. 816. 

Asystasia gangetica T. And. 642. 

Barteria buxifolia Linn. 268, 502. 

Barleria prionitis Linii. 897, 2255. 

Blepharis molluglnifolia Pers. 1434. 

Dyschoriste depressa Nees. 1300. 

Eranthemum capense Linn. 2365. 

Justicia diffusa Willd. .1552. 

Justicia glabra Koen. 882. 

Jusiicia tranquebariensis L.f. 430. 

Monotheeium aristatum T. And. 2358. 
Nilgirianthus neilgherrensis (Bedd.) Brem. 
Rhimcanthus nasuta (Linn.) Kurz. 723. 
Rostellularia procumbens (Linn.) Nees. 1698, 2433. 
Rungia parviflora Nees. 2373. 

Rungia repens Nees. 493. 

Thunbergia fragrans Roxb. 806. 

VERBENACEAE 

Clerodendrum infortunatum Linn. 711, 803. 
ClerGdendrum pklomidis L.f. 2498. 

Gmelina asiatica Linn. 634. 

Lippia geminata H.B. & K. 817, 1206. 

Phyla nodi flora (Linn.) Green, 1312. 

Premna tomentosa Willd. 2760. 

Priva cordifolia (Linn.f.) Druce. 1443. 

Stocky tarphet a urticaefolia (Salisb.) Sims. 731. 
Vitex negundo Linn. 282. 

LABIATAE 

Anisochilus carnosus Wall. 1687. 

Anisomeles indica O. Kz. 2473. 

Anisonieles malabarica R. Br. 269, 1865. 

Coleus forskohlii (Poir.) Briq. 1308. 

Coleus spicatus Benth. 1878. 

Leonotis nepetaefolia R. Br. 1196. 

Leucas biflora R. Br. 1555, 2254. 

Oclmum americanum Linn. 547. 

Ocimum gratissimum Linn. 1566. 

NYCTAOrNACEAE 
Boerhaavia diffusa Linn. 286. 

Boerkaavia repanda Willd. 574. 

AMARANTHACEAE 
Aerva lanata Juss. 548. 

Aerva monsoniae irlart. 1870. 

Allmania nodiflora R. Br. 492. 

Altemanthera sessilis (Linn.) R. Br. 279, 1384. 
Celosia argentea Linn. 645. 

Celosia polygonoides Retz. 431, 818, 1432. 
Digera muricata (Linn.) Mart. 549. 

Nothosaerva brachiata W. 1186, 1553. 
Psilotrichum calceolatum Moq. 649. 

Psilotrichum nudum Moq. 509. 

Pupalia atropurpurea Moq. 724. 

Pupalia lappacea Moq. 1569. 


CHENOPODIACEAE 

Chenopodium ambrosioides Linn.-505, 506, 733, 
Chenopodium murale Linn. 1859. 

POLYGONACEAE 
Polygonum barbatum Linn. 2261. 

Polygonum chinense Linn. 720. 

ARISTOLOCHIACEAE 
Aristolochia indica Linn. 1564. 

PIPERACEAE 

Peperomia dindigulensis Miq. 507. 

Piper longum Linn. 717. 

LORANTHACEAE 

Dendrophthoe falcata (Linn.f.) Etting. 2271, 2273, 
2409. 

Elytranthe loniceroides Engl. 300. 

Helixanthera hookeriana (W, & A.) Danser. 1301. 
Dendrophthoe memecylifolia (W. & A.) Danser. 299. 
Viscum angulatum Heyne. 2762. 

Viscum articulatum Burm. var. dichotomum Kurz. 
2403, 2761. 

Viscum monoicum Roxb. 2366. 

Viscum ramosissimum Wall. 12(X). 2487. 

SANTALACEAE 
Santalum album Linn. 2459. 

EUPHORBIACEAE 
Acalypha alnifolia Klein. 275» 636. 

Acalypha fruticosa Forsk. 1685. 

Acalypha paniculata Miq. 725. 

Cleistanthus collinus Bth. 2766. 

Euphorbia corrigioloides Boiss. 2755. 

Euphorbia geniculata Ort. 1436. 

Euphorbia hirta Linn. 1568. 

Homonoia riparia Lour. 713. 

Phyllanthus maderaspatensis Linn. 496. 
Phyllanthus missionis H.f. 281. 

Phyllanthus niruri Linn. 1567, 1572. 

Sebastiania chamaelea Muel. Arg. 637. 

Securinega virosa (Roxb.) Pax. & Hoflm. 

Trewia poly car pa Benth. 2480. 

URTICACEAE 

Elatostemma lineolatum Wt. 2357, 2413. 

Ficus dalhousiae Miq. 2424. 

Ficus glomerata Roxb. 2492, 2495. 

Ficus hispida L.f. 2490. 

Ficus retusa Linn. 2402, 2775. 

Ficus tjakela Burm. 2420. 

Pouzolzia auriculata Wt. 508, 635. 

Pouzolzia wightii Benn. 2405, 2734. 

Streblus asper Lour. 1427, 2488. 

Trema orientalis Bl. 714, 2407, 2732. 
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ORCHIDACEAE 
Vanda parviflora LindL 2776. 

LILIACEAE 

Dracaena ternifiora Roxb. 2770. 

Gloriosa superba Linn. 647. 

PONTEDERIACEAE 
Monockoria vaginalis Presl. 719. 

COMMELINACEAE 
Commelina salicifoUa Roxb. 1296. 

Cyanotis axillaris R, & S. 1188, 1297. 

Cyanotis cristata Schult. f. 1573. 

Cyanotis fasciculata Schult. 1187. 

Cyanotis tuherosa Schult. f. 278, 423. 

Floscopa scandens Lour. 2367. 

AROIDEAE 

Coiocasia esculent a (Linn.) Schott, 815. 
NAJADACEAE 

Aponogeton natans Engl, & Kr, 1189. 

CYPERACEAE 
Bulbostylis barbata Kunth. 288. 

Carex filicina Nees, 2362, 2411. 

Cyperus corymbosus Rottb. 2262. 

Cyperus haspan Linn. 1190. 

Cyperus kyllingia Endl 1209. 

Cyperus pangorei Rottb. 2416. 

Cyperus rotundas Linn. 289. 

Kyllinga cylindrica Nees. 2361. 

Kyllinga melanosperma Nees. 1204. 

Scleria lithosperma Sw. 2777. 

GRAMINEAE 

Apluda mutica Linn. var. aristata (Linn.) Pilger. 
1689. 

Aristida mutabilis Trin et Rupr. 428. 

Arundo donax Linn. 2282. 

Brachiaria distachya Stapf. 1455. 

Brachiaria eruciformis Griseb. 1452. 

Capillipedium hugelii (Hack.) A. Camus. 1697. 
Coix lacryma-jobi Linn. 2371. 


Cymbopogon coloratus Stapf. 293. 

Crytococcum oxypkyllum Stapf. 2370, 
Dactyloctenium aegyntium Beauv. 418. 

Digitaria marginata Link. 429. 

Echinochloa colona Link. 511, 1453. 

Coelachyrum logopoides (Burm.f.) Senaratna. 1454. 
Eragrostis gangetica Steud., 510. 

Eragrostis interrupta Beauv. 2376. 

Eragrostis viscosa Trin. 1287, 1866. 

Hackelochloa granularis O. Ktz. 1197» 1309. 
Isachne miliacea Roth. 2773. 

Paspalidium ftavidum A. Canus. 799. 

Paspaium scrobiculatum Linn. 1198. 

Peroiis indica O. Ktz. 436. 

Pogonatherum paniceum Hack. 2360. 

Setaria homonyma Choiv. 1582. 

Setaria glauca Beauv. 1696. 

Setaria intermedia R. & S. 1202, 1289. 

Setaria palmifolia Stapf. 727. 

Themeda triandra Forsk. 2369. 

Trackys muricata Steudl. 643. 

Tragus biftorus Schult. 437, 544. 

Urochloa panicoides Beauv. 1191. 
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